Research on attachment has exploded in the West and, we submit, it is reflective of the indigenous value of independence, and in turn, it mirrors a spirituality that is highly subjective and personal. Since the early work of Bowlby
…
Although many of the parameter settings of the attachment behavioral system vary in understandable ways with context, the system itself is recognizably the same. Cassidy & Shaver, 1999, p. xiii … Bowlby was both a reformer and a scientist…. As a reformer, Bowlby was an unabashed advocate of what he regarded as the humane treatment of children; as a scientist, he assumed a posture of empirical inquiry without recognizing the ways in which his ideological advocacy influenced its assumptions. LeVine, 2014, p. 50 … If attachment research had its origins in cultures that prioritize interdependent selves, and if those cultures enjoyed the scientific dominance that the West currently enjoys, it is possible that current theories would hypothesize that qualities like proper demeanor and accommodation, rather than autonomy and exploration, are universal consequences of security. Rothbaum, Morelli, & Rusk, 2011, p. 169 ∵ Research on the attachment of infants to their caregivers has exploded in the West since its beginnings in the work of John Bowlby (1969/1982, 1973) and Mary Ainsworth (Ainsworth & Bowlby, 1991) . Now its influence is ubiquitous in the fields of human development, parenting, adult romantic relationships, pathology, psychotherapy, trauma, and spirituality. At the time of this writing there are over 22,000 articles on attachment referenced in APA PsychInfo (2016) . And, the hegemony of attachment theory with its associated experimental paradigm is widespread within the non-Western psychological community as well (Erdman & Ng, 2010) .
